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INSIDE

“Like” Generations Park 
on Facebook or follow on 
Twitter @GenParkNews.

Bridgewater Makes 
Safest Cities List

Once again, SAFEWISE, 
a website dedicated to safety 
and security issues, has 
named Bridgewater one of 
the ten safest communities 
in Virginia.  This year we 
were ranked 3rd behind 
Broadway and Purcellville.

SAFEWISE says its 
criteria is simple.  They look 
at the most recent FBI Crime 
Report and also consider the 
number of violent crimes 
such as aggravated assault, 
murder, rape and robbery as 

well as property crimes like burglary, arson and motor vehicle theft.  
Then they calculate the likelihood of these crimes occurring out of 
each 1,000 people in the community.

In Bridgewater’s case, we showed a violent crime rate of 0.69 per 
1,000 and a property crime rate of 8.25 per 1,000.  That means you 
have less than 1/10th of a percent chance to be the victim of violent 
crime in Bridgewater and less than a 1% chance of seeing a property 
crime.  When you compare this with the high crime communities 
your safety in Bridgewater is more obvious.  Camden, New Jersey 
was rated the least safe city.  Your risk of aggravated assault or other 
violent crimes there is 35 times greater than in Bridgewater.  We do 
want to point out that no city or town in Virginia made the list of 100 
least safe cities.

Here’s the top ten safest communities in Virginia according to 
SAFEWISE.

Bridgewater is safe because our citizens look out for each other.  
Suspicious activity is often reported to the police in time to either 
prevent a crime or gather enough evidence to make an arrest.  Without 
your help we wouldn’t be making anyone’s top ten list.

Session Times 
Weekdays* 

3:00-4:30
5:00-6:30 
7:00-9:00 

Weekends* 

12:00-1:30
2:00-4:00
 4:30-6:30
7:00-9:00

Rates for Non-Residents:  
$3 per session
$2 skate rental 

*Periodic half hour breaks are 
scheduled to accommodate 

resurfacing the ice.

Bridgewater residents (those 
inside the town limits)  may 

skate (and rent skates) without 
charge by presenting their 
photo B-Rec Pass.  These 

passes can be processed at the 
Town offices on workdays from 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

All sessions 
are subject 
to weather.  

Warmer 
temperatures 
will close or 
delay skating 

sessions.
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Preparing for Snow
and How You Can Help

It is hard to believe that another winter is nearly upon us.  While we hope 
this winter is mild, we still plan to be ready should snow and ice cover our 

streets.  Our equipment has been checked and the snow removal plan 
has been updated by our Public Works Department.  We’ll do our part 
to keep Bridgewater’s streets clean and safe this winter, but need your 

assistance as well.
First, let’s keep our 

children safe.  Tunneling 
or sledding in snowbanks 

near the street is a 
temptation many children 

can’t resist.  However, 
we’ve all read reports over the years 

of children who were hurt or killed when a snow plow or car 
struck a child obscured by a pile of snow.  When you see your 
children or others playing in this manner, please encourage 
them to have fun in a safer place.

Second, we need all vehicles off the road when snow 
is anticipated.  We can’t do our job properly when they 
block our path.  Often valuable time is spent in getting 
automobiles removed from the street; so, please get in the 
habit of moving all vehicles off the street when snow is 
expected.

The cooperation of  citizens and the work of the town’s 
maintenance crews have won our town the reputation of 
having the cleanest streets around when “old man winter” 
flexes his muscle. With your help we can keep it that way.

Important Town 

Phone Numbers

EMERGENCY CALLS .......................... 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT

   304 N. Main Street ........................828-3121

POLICE DEPARTMENT .............828-2611

   Sheriff’s Office (Dispatch) ............434-4436

BUSINESS OFFICES

   Superintendent ..............................8
28-3390

   Assistant Superintendent ...............828-2478

   Treasurer ................................
.......828-6980

   Public Works .................................
828-3705

   Zoning Administrator ....................828-2479

   Water Treatment Plant ...................828-6183

   Town Shop .................................
...828-3409

Leaves Must Be 

Bagged for Collection

Contacting Public Works
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New Year’s 
Eve on Ice! 

December 31, 3-9 pm
Generations Park
Bridgewater, VA 

Bring your family, meet your friends, 
or just come by yourself to Generations 
Park Ice Rink.

New Year’s Eve on Ice is a great way 
for the entire family to have fun and 
stay safe.

Schedule
4:45 - 5:30  ....................... Magic Show
6:00 - 8:00  ......................Face Painting 

and Balloon Animals

Party favors and cookies 
while supplies last.

Santa Claus 
is coming to 

town!
December 19th

12-2 pm
Generations Park
Bridgewater, VA

Celebrate the holiday 
season at Generations 
Park!  Enjoy ice skating 
and a visit from Santa 
Claus.  

Your FREE photo with 
Santa will be emailed to 
you that day.  Personal 
cameras welcome.

Generations Park Gearing Up 
For A Busy Season

The Farmers Market 
had barely ended its 

first season when we 
had to switch gears 

and prepare for 
the opening of 

the ice rink.  
Rental skates 
had to be 

laced, labeled 
and shelved.  

Part-time 
employees hired 

to work this winter 
and, finally, we had 

to learn how to make 
ice.  Custom Ice from 

Canada came down to instruct 
our staff on making and conditioning ice for the 

hundreds of skaters who were sure to come.
For those interested in this sort of thing, ice 

is made by spraying thin layers of water onto the 
concrete.  The coils below the concrete create a 
surface temperature around 14 degrees.  In the right 
conditions, water freezes upon contact.  So far the ice 
rink has been a success with hundreds skating the first 
few nights.

Those of you living in Bridgewater might want to 
stop by the Community Center to get your free photo 
I.D. B-Rec Pass.  So far, we’ve issued over 400.

McDonalds 
Logo

Many of you have 
mentioned the McDonalds 
logo under the ice at 
Generations Park and 
wondered if we are 
selling advertising space.  
No, we’re not.  We 
placed the logo at this 
site as a thank you to Al 

Boxley, the owner of our local McDonalds, 
for making a $25,000 donation towards the 
construction of the park.  It is possible that we’ll 
be selling advertising space or sponsorships in the 
future, but for now it’s simply a way of showing 
our appreciation for his support.
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McKenzie Nelson 
(left) (New Market), 

Amanda 
Sheffer (right) 
(Bridgewater), 
“It is a super 

fun way to make 
Thanksgiving 

Memories.”

Kristine Caricofe’s family from Massachusetts, New 
York, South Carolina, and Virginia.

Ella Jane 
Michael (5 yrs. 
old) and dad, 
Jason Michael 
(Fishersville).  

“Very nice!  Put up 
my skates to help 

Ella learn.”

(left) Corkie Collie (Verona), 
(right) Jenna and Troy 
VonMoos (Mt. Sidney), 

“Wonderful!  Facility looks 
first class.”

(inset) Daughter Abbie 
VonMoos, “I’m excited to 

have a rink so close to home!”

Danita Kilgore and Jarvis 
Vaughan of Churchville 

showed up at their 
grandmother’s on 

Thanksgiving and were 
surprised with a visit 
to Generations Park.  
They agreed that “this 

is really fun.  Great 
place to hang out with 

friends and family.”

A Night At the Rink
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Alan and Marianne Ritchie, 
“Really nice.  We’re bringing our 

grandkids here Saturday.”
Meleah Shirley (red vest) takes a spin 

around the rink holding tightly to 
Grandpa’s hand. (Lyndhurst)

Rick Capuano signs 
in skaters.

Mike Hott shelves 
the retired skates 
in preparation for 

future renters.

Stephanie Baioto (Churchville), “I’m 
excited.  It’s going to be a weekly event for 
me.”  Stephanie took lessons as a child and 

later in the evening showed her skills in 
turning and skating backwards.

Shawn Comer, “I love it.  
Great activity for family time 

and good exercise too.”

(Byerly family) 
Debbie (mom)

holds onto 
one-year old 
Brook while 
helping Ryan 

stay on his 
feet.  “Awesome.  We definitely will be 

back.”  (inset)  Twin brother Matt (4 yrs.) 
used the rail to steady himself.

Lindsey Hill with neice 
Kloe Hernandez.
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4-H and Fire & Rescue 
Partnership Successful

Last month, 
October 9th and 
10th, members of 
the Bridgewater 
4-H joined 
Rockingham and 
Bridgewater Fire 
and Rescue to 
provide safety 
checks for 
smoke and fire 
detectors.  In 
those two days, 
they knocked 
on 190 doors, 
installed 22 
new alarms 
free of charge, 
and replaced 
27 batteries 
in existing 
detectors.  The 
response was 
so positive 
that members 
of both groups 
hope to do the 
same thing next 
October.

Thank You Bridgewater and Dayton!
By Scout Leader Kelly Chevalier

The scouts and parents of Pack 38 and Troop 38 want to 
express gratitude and appreciation to the people of Bridgewater 
and Dayton, once again.

On October 24, the boys collected just under 500 bags of food 
from front porches in Bridgewater and Dayton. This is 2 tons 
or 2,917 meals worth of food! This collection helped to restock 
the shelves of the local Inter Church Food Pantry, housed at our 
generous scouting charter church, the Bridgewater Church of the 
Brethren.

To the townspeople of Bridgewater and Dayton, thank you for 
over 17 years of food donations at the end of October! We are 
happy to announce that the new, cumulative 17 year, Scouting For 
Food total for local “38” scouts is 8,938 bags or 36 tons of food.

The boys put out around 2,500 bags at peoples’ front porches; 
a week later, one out of every 5 of those bags came back filled. We want to give special thanks to all the 
grandmas and grandpas at the Bridgewater Retirement Community, which continues to be our most generous 
area to collect from. Further, the younger boys in blue, the Cub scouts, were delighted to find 60 more bags 
than last year from the area west of Main Street in Bridgewater - way to go Round Hill!

North River Library News

Bridgewater 
Historical 

Society 
Offers 

Limited 
Edition 

Ornament
Our local Historical 
Society will offer 

for sale a unique 
Christmas 
Ornament 
featuring the 
first town hall 
in Bridgewater.  

Entitled “Old Court 
House. Circa 1838” 

it will be limited to a 
production of only 100.  Orders will 
be taken on a first come/first served 
basis.  You may reserve yours by 
stopping by the Historical Society at 
109 South Main Street on Thursday, 
Friday or Saturday between the 
hours of 10 – 3.
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North River Library News
118 Mt. Crawford Avenue

540-434-4475, Ext. 4
http://www.mrlib.org/northriver.aspx

.

PRE-SCHOOLER PROGRAMS
Momma Goose Rocks (birth-3): Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.

Precious Preschoolers (3-5): Thursdays, 11 a.m.

SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN PROGRAMS
(Grades K-5 monthly at 4 p.m.)

Cool Afterschool: 1st Tuesday
LEGO Club: 2nd Tuesday
Crafty Kids: 3rd Tuesday

Dogs 2 Read 2:  4th Tuesday

HOURS
Monday-Wednesday: 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday & Friday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Meet Us 
“On the 
Corner”

Lighting the world one candle at a time.
Bridgewater Retirement Community 

is planning a ‘grand illumination’ on 
December 1st at 4:30 p.m. with the 
lighting of candles in all homes and 
assisted living units in the retirement 
community.  These lights will stay 
on until the end of the year and town 
residents are encouraged to drive 

through the Village during the holiday 
season and enjoy these decorations.

At 5 p.m. there will be a gathering 
around the big tree on the corner of 

Dinkel and North Second to sing carols.  
The community is invited to join them ‘on the 
corner’ for a time of social interaction. 

8 -10 a.m. - Live Q101 radio broadcast in front of 
Firehouse.

9 a.m. - Chili/Vegetable soup sale at Firehouse 
supporting the Building Fund.  

9 a.m. - Parade participants sign in at Bridgewater 
Retirement Home Maple Terrace.

9:45 a.m. - The Jingle Bell Dash running the 
length of the parade course starting at 
Maple Terrace.

10 a.m. - Parade starts with the singing of God Bless 
America. 

10:15 a.m. - Parade participants announced and 
performances in front of Firehouse.

11 a.m. – Santa concludes the parade at Bridgewater 
Foods and along with the Shriners mini patrol, 
Klowns and Hillbillies return to Firehouse to 
meet with the children. 

11 a.m. – Hotdogs and bratwurst for sale at the 
Firehouse supporting the Building Fund.

11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Pictures with Santa and Klowns at 
the Firehouse.

Bridgewater Foods 
December 12th 

Christmas 
Parade 

Schedule

Holiday Schedule 
for Town Services

Christmas Eve
No recycling will be collected.  

Please hold recycling until 
Thursday, December 31st.  Town 
offices will be open until noon.

Christmas Day
Household trash will not be 
collected.  Please hold until 

Tuesday, December 29th.  Town 
offices will be closed. 

New Year’s Day
Household trash will not be 
collected.  Please hold until 
Tuesday, January 5th.  Town 

offices will be closed.

Collection of Christmas trees 
will begin December 28th and 
continue through January 8th.
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December 8 ...............................................Public Hearings
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After Public Hearings
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   .......... Dinner/Business 
meeting   every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater  Retirement Community.  Pancake supper 
Nov. 3rd.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church.....Every 
Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone interested 
in weight loss or weight management.  For more 
information please call Vickie Bland at 568-6539.

Bridgewater Historical Museum ....... 109 South Main 
Street.   Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 
10 AM to 3 PM. We will also open anytime by 
appointment.  Check us out on Facebook.  Phone:  540-
237-4017. Current display is a private collection of toys 
from the 1930s-50s.

December 7   Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary  .
6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  
Meets the first Monday of every month. New members 
welcome.  For details call 828-3395.

December 7   Bridgewater Ruritan Club ..........7 PM at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

December 8     Greater Ashby Business Council  .......  
5 to 7 PM Annual “Greater Ashby Business Council 
Holiday Business Social” at Bridgewater Historical 
Society, 109 South Main. For more information contact 
cochair Larry Elkins at 540-641-2668.

December 13   Tea Around the Tree  .....2-5 PM.  
Bridgewater Historical Society’s second annual 
Christmas Tea.  Community invited.  Donations 
accepted.

December 14   Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  .......7:30 PM.  Meets second Monday of 
every month at Arey Assembly Hall in the Bridgewater 
Community Center.  New members welcome.  For 
information contact Rosetta Harris, 828-6273.

December 15     Parkinson’s Support Group.... Meets 
from 2 PM to 3 PM the third Tuesday of every month in 
the Bridgewater Retirement Houff Community Center, 
Smith Room.  Open discussion.  All are welcome.  
Please call 828-2550 for more information.

December 16     Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644.... ...  
Meets the third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM 
at the Post home on Dry River Road.  Call 828-0051 for 
further information. 

December 24  Christmas Eve Day .  .......No recycling 
will be collected.  Please hold recycling until Thursday, 
December 31st.  Town offices will be open until noon.

December 25  Christmas Day ...  .........Household 
trash will not be collected.  Please hold until Tuesday, 
December 29th.  Town offices will be closed.

December 28     Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary ...Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   New members 
welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more information.

January 1   New Year’s Day  ........... Household trash 
will not be collected.  Please hold until Tuesday, 
January 5th.  Town offices will be closed.


